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shoulder. Such a dream from the collective unconscious is. in
the nature of a memento mm. But to many sane people these
veiled intimations of eternal things appear in a grotesque
light, especially when contrasted with the multitude who are
frittering their lives away in the arid futilities of routine work
or amusement seeking.
The collective unconscious is a problem that seldom
enters into practical work with children. Obviously their
problem is adaptation to a very personal reality. They need,
above aH else, consciousness; and their connexion with
primordial unconsciousness has to be severed, because its
persistence would be a formidable obstacle to the evolution
of consciousness. But if I were discussing the psychology
of people beyond middle life, I should have a good deal more
to say about the significance of the collective unconscious.
You should always bear in mind that our psychology varies
not only according to the momentary predominance of a
certain impulse, but also" according to the individual's phase
of life. You should be careful, therefore, not to attribute
an adult's psychology to a child. You must not treat a
child as you would an adult. Above all, the work can never
be as systematic'as with the adult; for a real, systematic
dream-analysis is hardly possible. Moreover it is undesirable,
since manifestations of the unconscious should not be called
to the attention of children : one can easily arouse unwhole-
some curiosity, or create an abnormal precocity and self-
consciousness through entering upon psychological details
appropriate only to .an adult. When you have difficult
children to treat, you had better keep your knowledge of
analytical psychology to yourself, because simplicity and
common sense are what the child needs. Your analytical
knowledge ought to serve your own attitude, because it
is a well-known fact that children are almost uncannily
sensitive to the teacher's personal shortcomings. They know
intuitively the fake from the true. Therefore the teac&er
should watch his own psychic condition, so that he £an be
sure of the source of the trouble when things are going wrong
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